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United States. Then, if satisfactory terms were not
reached by the 1st of October, the President was
to be recognized as arbiter between the Spaniards
and the insurgents.

On the 30th of March, Spain abrogated the re-
concentrado policy in the "western provinces of
Cuba,9* and on the following day offered to arbi-
trate the questions arising out of the sinking of the
Maine. On Sunday, the 3d of April, a cablegram
from General Woodford was received by the State
Department indicating that Spain was seeking a
formula for an armistice that should not too ob-
viously appear to be submission and suggesting
that the President ask the Pope to intervene and
that the United States abstain from all show 01
force. "If you can still give me time and reason-
able liberty of action," ran Woodford's message,
"I will get you the peace you desire so much and
for which you have labored so hard." To this
the Secretary of State immediately replied that
the President would not ask the intervention of the
Pope, and that the Government would use the
fleet as it saw fit. "Would the peace you are so
confident of securing," asked the Secretary, "mean
the independence of Cuba? The President cannot
hold his message longer than Tuesday."